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Maesgwm Muddle - 12th August 2017
· Distance: 143km / 8.7m 
· Climb: 850m / 2,789ft

Runners in the Maesgwm Muddle, the final race in the 2017 British Championship, had to endure heavy rain and hail showers, with thick cloud on the summits reducing visibility to a few metres. The winner was Carl Bell (Keswick) in a time of 1 hour 26 minutes 47 seconds, followed by Chris Arthur (Bowland) in 1 hour 28 minutes 16 seconds and these two runners shared the overall Championship. Mark Lamb (Keswick) in third secured the bronze medal. 

The outstanding performance of the day came from the leading woman, Bronwen Jenkinson from the host club, Eryri, who finished in 29th position overall in a time of 1 hour 42 minutes 21 seconds. Bronwen not only retained her u23 title but also became the youngest ever overall winner of the British Championship. Nearly two minutes behind Bronwen, Sarah McCormack (Ambleside) and Emma Gould (Mercia) were separated by less than 30 seconds in 2nd and 3rd places. Sixth placed, Kelli Jayne Roberts (Ambleside) shared the silver medal position with reigning champion and club-mate Lou Roberts.

Amy Partridge (Mercia) and Elin Hâf Stevenson (Eryri) were 2nd and 3rd u23 Women; Hannah Russell (Helm Hill) was the only u23 woman to complete three races besides Bronwen and she claimed the silver medal with a win at Stuc a Chroin and two 2nd places behind Bronwen at the Donard Challenge and Tebay. Tom McGuinness (East Cheshire) was the leading male u23 in 11th followed by Joshua Jardine (Helm Hill) and reigning champion, Tom Saville (Dark Peak), who were separated by 11 seconds in 17th and 18th places, with Ted Ferguson (Borrowdale) in 23rd. Joshua’s victory at the Donard Challenge and two second places gave him the gold medal two points ahead of Ted with Tom getting the bronze medal.
The reigning champions in the v40s both retained their titles with maximum points. Rob Hope (Pudsey & Bramley), champion for the last 3 years, was 5th overall with Phil Davies (Borrowdale) in 9th and Pete Vale (Mercia) in 12th. Phil took the silver medal ahead of club-mate Ben Bardsley. In the absence of Lou Roberts, who took her second successive title, Mel Price (Mercia) and Shona Robertson (Shettleston) were the first two v40s; Mel, the 2015 champion was able to overtake another absentee Judith Jepson (Dark Peak) to take the runners-up spot but Shona was two points adrift of Judith who added the v40 bronze medal to the v50 championship she had secured at Tebay. Elizabeth Batt made it a one/two for Dark Peak with her victory in the v50s with Anna Jane Meeks (Borrowdale) taking the bronze medal.  
Jim Davies (Borrowdale) secured the v50 gold medal with his victory at Tebay. Mark Roberts (Borrowdale) and David Taylor (Dark Peak) were tied for second place going into the final race and it was Mark who took the honours heading David by nearly four minutes. Stephen Morran (Bolton) took his second successive victory in the v60s, ahead of Chris Davies (Saddleworth) and Glen Davies (Mercia), to take the silver medal two points behind reigning champion, William Proctor (Helm Hill) and three points ahead of Ben Grant (Harrogate). 
Reigning champions, Mercia were victorious in both the Women’s Open and v40s team championships. Victory for the host club, Eryri, would have secured the gold medals, but Mercia pipped them by just two points, and third-placed Ambleside regained the title that they won in 2013, 2014 and 2015. Helm Hill had the opportunity of repeating their 2016 runners-up position but 4th place meant they had to settle for the bronze medals, two points behind Eryri. Having lost the v40 title in 2016 for the first time since it was established in 2013, Ambleside had secured the championship at the previous race and didn’t field a team at the Maesgwm Muddle. The minor medalists were the same clubs as in 2016 but the placings were reversed with Todmorden heading Helm Hill by one point despite Helm Hill taking 2nd place whilst Todmorden could only manage 4th place behind Mynnyd Du.
The gold medals in the Men’s team championships had already been decided with Keswick having taken maximum points in the first three races and Borrowdale doing likewise in the two veteran categories.  Borrowdale did not field a team in any category and Helm Hill took advantage of their absence and a weaker Keswick team to take first place ahead of Mercia at the Maesgwm Muddle and thus pip Borrowdale by one point to take the silver medals. Calder Valley and Todmorden were first and second v40 teams, thus securing the silver and bronze medals. The minor medals in the v50 championship were hotly contested with Pennine’s victory over Dark Peak resulting the teams being tied on 27 points but Dark Park took silver with a lower aggregate score.
